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Donna C. Dale
Her Life and Her Love ot Skye Terriers

Sunday, March 4, 2001 was a day typical of the many we shared with Donna Dale, our
dear friend and mentor in Skye Terriers; however, had I realized how precious the day
would become, I would have listened even more intently and hugged her more. This day,
just six days before Donna passed away, my wife Maida and I had spent the day with
her participating in an activity we both loved: mentoring others and watching Donna’s
beloved Skyes in competition. Donna had recently placed one of her prized Gleanntan
Skye puppy bitches with a new owner who was eager to return to the conformation ring.
As we were training another Gleanntan youngster, Donna suggested that we attend the
match.

Following the match, we went to dinner where we shared reflections on the day, lots of Skye talk, and
much laughter. As always, along with the lighthearted bantering, Donna had wonderful nuggets of
advice and encouragement.

Maida and I began visiting with Ben and Donna Dale during the Potomac Skye Terrier Club Specialty
weekends in the early 1990s. Their warmth and generosity was magnetic, and we soon were visiting
their home for long weekends and many holidays; and instead of just friends we became extended
family. During those visits, I remember marveling at the collection of Skye Terrier artwork, figurines,
and photos that could be found everywhere in their lovely Gettysburg, Pennsylvania home. But, I also
noticed the many candid photos of Gleanntan Skyes and their owners, hand-crafted items, and notes
that had been given to Ben and Donna over the years from the owners of their beloved Skyes. These
expressions of love were a testament to the many lives they had touched through their Gleanntan
Skyes.

As time passed, I gained greater insight into the qualities that endeared Donna to so many of her
friends. Donna invested herself emotionally in the lives of her friends with a genuine interest in their
goals and aspirations. Donna’s formal fraining and professional background as a teacher enabled her
to recognize interest and she was adept at finding ways to encourage the pursuit of goals and dreams.
Many Skye owners from across the United States, Canada, and indeed the world, considered Donna to
be a friend and a valuable mentor. Donna inspired many Skye exhibitors and breeders to participate in
the sport of dogs with a lifelong commitment to learning.






